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NCLM 
OVERVIEW
League Mission, Services, & Staff



WHAT IS THE LEAGUE?

• A member-driven association 
representing the interests of over 
540 cities and towns in the state. 

• A full-service provider and one-
stop shop for municipal 
government needs.

• Led by an active, 33-member 
Board of Directors that includes 
elected and appointed local 
officials from municipalities of all 
sizes.



WHAT DOES THE LEAGUE DO?

Serves as the full-service extension of local government; the go-to source of 
support for:

• Insurance

• Advocacy & Lobbying

• Training & Professional Development

• Research & Data

• Communications, Media, & Publications

• General Advice & Consultations: Accounting, Legal, Cybersecurity, HR, 
Police & Fire Safety



NC POLITICAL 
LANDSCAPE



Growth

North Carolina Population Growth: 
• 2020 - 10,449,652
• 2021 - 10,564,320
• 2022 - 10,710,793
• 2023 - 10,881,189
• 2024 – 11,046,024

5-year increase – 596,372

Percent Increase – 5.71%

Source: Vintage 2024 Population



Growth

• Nine counties, led by 
Brunswick at 22.3%, 
saw double-digit 
growth since 2020.

• Sixteen counties have 
declined in population 
since 2020 (in yellow), 
most notably in the 
northeastern part of the 
state. 



NC LEGISLATURE 2025-2026



Credit: UpStateNC
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NCLM 
LEGISLATIVE 
GOALS



2025-26 LEGISLATIVE GOALS

• Infrastructure
• Regionalized water and sewer solutions
• Road construction and maintenance 
• Long-term funding for infrastructure needs

• Healthy Finances 
• Disaster resiliency and recovery
• Incentives for local economic development
• Expand revenue options



2025-26 LEGISLATIVE GOALS

• Uplifting Underserved Communities 
• Support technical assistance to help obtain and retain

municipal resources

• Vibrant Communities and Neighborhoods
• Preserve ETJ
• Update annexation threshold

• Adaptive Municipal Operations
• Protect cities’ ability to determine election matters

under their purview



CORE MUNICIPAL PRINCIPLES

• Preserve Municipal Authority

• Protect Local Revenue Streams

• Minimize State & Local Mandates

• Promote Open Government and 
Ethical Conduct

• Limit Imposition of Liability

• Support Responsible Growth and 
Economic Development Policies



LEGISLATIVE 
PRIORITIES



LONG SESSION BY THE NUMBERS

Session: January – July*

House activity
• 93 legislative days

Senate activity
• 94 legislative days

Bill filings
• 1,015 House bills
• 772 Senate bills

Bill activity
• 90 Session Laws
• 15 vetoed bills
• 8 vetoes overridden (last votes on 

7/29)



WHAT WE THOUGHT - LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

• Western North Carolina Disaster Relief
o Legislators would work to pass another legislative package for WNC, 

separate from the budget

• Two-year State Budget:
o Senate kicked off the budget, House followed suit, and the differences were 

stark

• National or Reactionary Issues:
o Immigration, health care, medical cannabis, Video Lottery Terminals (VLT)



WHAT WE GOT - LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
BUDGET STALEMATE

• House and Senate Republicans are split 
on competing budget bills they approved 
in the spring. 

• Teacher and state employee pay, the 
scope of tax cuts and capital funding 
among the disagreements.

• Impact of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act on 
North Carolina’s state budget remains a 
question.



WHAT WE GOT - MUNICIPAL PRIORITIES
SB 205/HB 765 Housing Regulatory 
Reform

• Seeks to dramatically limit local 
governments’ authority over 
development approvals and zoning 
decisions. 

• Intended to address housing and 
affordability issues, but it does so 
without fully recognizing the broader 
range of factors that have contributed to 
the current housing crisis.

• Huge grassroots opposition from 
municipal officials, county officials, and 
the public.



WHAT WE GOT - MUNICIPAL PRIORITIES
SB 205/HB 765 Supporters

• Supported by NC Homebuilders 
Association, NC REALTORS, and NC 
Chamber of Commerce along with other 
housing advocates and partisan groups.



WHAT WE GOT - MUNICIPAL PRIORITIES
Other Notable Land Use Issues

• HB 369 Parking Lot Reform and 
Modernization Act – Eliminates parking 
minimums

• HB 627 Regulation of Accessory Dwelling 
Units – Mandates ADUs

• SB 493 Land Use Clarifications and Changes
– ETJ changes (included in Senate budget)

• SB 587 Clarify Nonconforming Uses –
Solution to problematic downzoning issue



WHAT WE GOT - MUNICIPAL PRIORITIES
Regulatory Reform—stormwater provisions

• HB 926 Regulatory Reform Act of 2025
• Cannot impose a waiting period to refile a 

development application after denial/withdrawal
• Confidentiality for information in certain 

dam/impoundment Emergency Action Plans
• Clarifications to process for submitting additional 

info for DEQ stormwater approvals
• New development exemption from Falls Lake 

stormwater rules if single-family or duplex under 1 
acre

• Properties in more than one jurisdiction may choose 
which development regs apply, in certain cases



2025 INTERIM SCHEDULE
Legislative 
Session Dates

Limits on bills to 
be considered?

Wide-open 
legislating?

Aug. 26-28 Yes

Sept. 22-25 Yes Yes

Oct. 21 Yes

Nov. 18 Yes

Dec. 16 Yes

Jan. 13 Yes

Feb. 10 Yes

Mar. 10 Yes

Apr. 7 Yes

Apr. 21 No Yes

Legislators will not 
likely hold voting 
sessions for all of 
these dates.



Q&A
Erin Wynia, Director of Government Affairs
ewynia@nclm.org
(919) 961-6108


